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Pſal. LXXxXIX. 47, 48. 


Remember how ſhort my time is: wherefore haſt thou 
made all Men in vain? | 
What Man is he that liveth, and ſhall not ſee Death ? 

Shall he deliver his Soul from the Hand of the 
Grave? Selah. | ER} 


Vas, ſeems to have been this, in the firſt Part of it to 

> deſcribe the Mercies that God had promis d to beſtow 
on David, and his Succeſſors, to the End of all Generations. 
But it ſeems, that theſe Mercies were, at the Time of writing 
this Pſalm, ſuſpended, upon the Account of the Iniquity of the 
People of the Fews, as we may read, ver. 31, 32. where God 
is . to expreſs himſelf thus, that if they break his Statutes 
any 


# HE Deſign of the Author of this Pſalm, whoſoever it 


keep not his Commandments, he would viſit their Iniguity wit 
a Rod, and their Tranſgreſſion with Stripes. 

Now as they had broke his Statutes, ſo he alſo viſited them ac- 
cordingly; and not only with-held from them the Mercies he 
og promis'd, but added alſo the Infliction of his Judgments on 
them. | | | 

And this the Pſalmiſt teaches us, when in the 38th Verſe he 
complains after this Manner: But thou haſt caſt off, and abhorr'd ; 
thou hall been wroth with thine Anointed: Thou hall made void the 
Covenant of thy Servant; thou haſt profan'd his Crown, by caſting 
it to the Ground, &, By which, and the following Ex- 
preſſions, we may conjecture, that the Circumſtan- 
ces of the Jews in the Babyloniſh Captivity are deſcribed ; but 


"NY however that be, thus much is certain, that they were, either 


Prince or People, or both, in a deplorable Condition, which 


Igives the Pſalmiſt Occaſion to expoſtulate with God for Mercy 


in the latter End of the Pſalm ; for thus ſays he, ver. 45. How 

long, O Lord] wilt thou hide thy ſelf for ever? Shall thy Wrath 

burn like Fire? And then, in the Words of the Text, he adds 

this as a Reaſon, why the Judgments of God ſhould be remo- 

ved, Remember how ſhort my a” ige wherefere haft thou _ 
2 


all Men in vain ? That is, ſuppoſing there was no other Life than 
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this, Which is ſhort and and that Men were to be de- 
Pre the Mercies of 2 it, the Plalmiſt was ready to 
think, that God had made all Men in vain; becauſe every Man 
was liable to Death; nor could be deliver himſelf from it, an 
more than he could not ward off thoſe Afflictions that G 
thought fit to lay upon him; or beſtow upon himſelf thoſe 
Mercies, which he earneſtly defir'd, and ſtood in need of, to 
make his Life tolerable, whilſt it laſted. 

Since then this was the Condition of all the Sons of Men, the 


ted in vain, that is, to themſelves, and to any Ends and Pur- 
poſes that the Divine Being, in his Apprehenſjon, could be ſup- 
pos'd to have form'd concerning them. 
Wherefore the Subject that we have before us to diſcourſe on, 
from theſe Words, will be this, 
That the Confideration of the Shortnes of this preſent Life, the 
Miſeries to which we are liable in it, and the Certainty of 
our Departure out of it,ſhows the Vanity of all Men in the 
World, if you take away the Conſideration of a future State. 
In diſeourſing on which Subject, I ſhall do theſe three Things. 
I. I ſhall ' conſider the Shortnes of this Life, as an Evidence 
- of the Vanity of Men. | 
II. Shall further ſhow you, that the Miſeries we are liable 
to in it, are allo an Argument of it. And, 1 
III. That fince no Man lives, and ſhall not ſee Death, and no 
Man can deliver his Soul from the Grave, Man appears te 
dea vain Creature, according to the A ſſertion of the Pſalmiſt. 
To each of which I ſhall ſpeak as briefly as I can, and then 
proceed to what I deſign by way of 1 
I. J am to conſider the Shortnes of Life, as an Evidence of 
the Vanity of Men: Remember how fhort my time is! 
And here I muſt do theſe two things: 
1. Show you what I mean by Vanity. 
2, Confider the Shortnes of Life as an Evidence of it. 
1, Then, by Vanity, I would deſire to underſtand, That the 


 Pſalmiſt concludes hence, that they muſt needs have been crea- 


- Purpoſes and Deſigns of Men are vain, and to very little Purpoſe: 


That whatever Projects they lay, or whatever Schemes they e- 
rect, they are to little Advantage, either to their own Adyance- 
ment, or to the Good of others; and this Solomon evidently 
ſhows us thro out the whole of Eccleſiaſtes, where he makes it 
his Buſines to ſet before us the Vanity of Mankind in all Ages, 


Circumſtances, and Conditions. And this is molt certainly true, 


that let the Defigns of Men be what they will, and their _— 22 
Ho — 


Death of Prince George, &c. 
Ifty as 1 as poſſible, they do ſeldom or never fully anſwer tlie 
great things they propoſe by them, becauſe the Shortnes of Hu- 
man Life will not permit them to take Effect. E. e 
Or again, by Vanity we may underſtand this, That the 
Plalmiſt ſeems to imagine, that God had created Men to very 
little Purpoſe, as to the Advancement of his Glory or Honour, 
that they were all made in vain on this Account ; and ſeeing 
they liv'd ſo ſhort a time in this World, they had not an O 
5 or Space enough to ſubſerve his Glory as they ouphtt 
to do, | 

Or once more, that all Men were made in vain, or made vain, 
as they were ſo ſoon to leave the World, and conſequently hot 
fit to be depended on, or traſted in; and therefore, that who- 
ſoever placed their Truſt in Princes, truſted in a broken Reed, 
and would find themſelves deceiv'd, fince their time on Earth 
was of ſo ſhort Continuance; and hence He in the Pſalm, who- 
ever He was that wrote it, ſeems to be very ſenſible of his own 
Vanity in this Particular, and tells us, that it was in Truth the 
common Caſe of all Mankind, that no Man could repoſe his 
Truſt and Confidence in Men. 

Or laſtly, when it is faid, he hath made all Men in vain, we 
may ſuppoſe it meant, that all Men were ſubject to Vanity, 
and hable to it, as the Apoſtle to the Romans ſays, The whole 
Creation was made ſubject to Vanity, not willingly, but by Reaſon 
of him who has ſubjetted the ſame in Hope; that is, they are all 
made ſubject to Corruption and Diſſolution, and ſhall all periſh; 
for, Who it he that liveth, and ſhall not ſee Death? Or, Who can 
deliver his Soul from the Grave? | | 

This then being what we are to underſtand by Vanity, I pro- 
ceed now, 

2 To ſhow you, That the Shortnes of this Life is an Evidence 
it. 

And [ ſcarce need to inform you, that Human Life is ſhort, 
it is abundantly. evident to the Experience of all Men. The Days 
of our Tears, ſays Moſes, in the goth Plalm, v. 10. are threeſcore 
Years and ten; and if by reaſon of Strength, they be fourſcore Years 
yet is their Strength Labour and Sorrow, for it is ſoon cut off, an 
we fly away, And this was the common Period of Human Life 
in thoſe Days, and very few arrive at em; of which it is cer- 
tainly true what Maſes fays, that if they be fourſcore Years, 
yet is the Strength, by which Men arrive at ſo long a Continu- 
ance in this World, Labour and Sorrow: There are very few 
that are ſenſible of the Enjoyments of Life at that Age, or Who 


Jean be ſervicrably to themſel les, - to others; and 8 
2 ; A 3 | this 


rive at ſo great an Age, the Shortnes of Human Life is yet great- 


rive at ſomething conſiderable in it by that time; but where is 
he that has all theſe Advantages, or that could promiſe them to 


of the Vanity of Men, as it reſpects our Dependence upon 
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this is an Evidence of the Vanity of Mankind, becauſe a Man 
may live till he is uſeles, tho” his Life is ſo very ſhort at its 
greateſt Length. Nay, he may live to be accounted a Burthen 
to the Earth : He may live to ſuch an Age, when all his former 
Uſefulnes and Service is forgotten, and till Men are apt to con- 
ceive of him, not as what he has been, but as what he then is, 
which to be ſure is good for very little. 

But in as much as the greateſt part of Mankind do never ar- 


er, and their Vanity as apparent. | 

And hence it is that in Scripture we are ſometimes ſaid, ro 
paſs our Tears as a Tale that is told. Sometimes it is ſaid, A Man 
z like a Flower, he cometh: up, and is cut down \, he makes, as it 
were, an Appearance in the World, and then he is gone, and 
the Eye that ſaw him, ſhall ſce him no more. So is he allo like a 
Shadow, he flees away, and continucs not. All which Metaphors, 
with divers others in Scripture, do ſerve to illuſtrate the Short- 
nes of our Lives in this World. 

And from hence we may plainly ſee the Vanity of Men. For 
ſo ſhort is his Life, that he has not time therein to form any 
great Deſigns, and put them in Execution: The Multitude of 
things that are neceſſary on this Occaſion, ſhow Life to be too 
ſhort to accompliſh them. If indeed a Man could wholly employ 
himſelf in one particular Buſines, and enjoy his Health, and all 
neceſſary Advantages, to a good old Age, he might perhapsar- 


himſelf? And now, whereas moſt Men are engag'd in Variety | 
of Affairs, and needs muſt be fo, the Shortnes of their Lives 
does not afford 'em time enough to make a Progres that is con- 
ſiderable, or that is proportionate to the Nature of the things 
themſelves ; and as they might do, if God had ſeen fit to have 
added to the Days of their Lives, and to their appointed time. 

And tho indeed, on this Account, the Pſalmiſt ſeems here 
to argue the Divine Providence, as if the End of Mens Crea- 
tion was not anſwer'd, ſince their Lives were ſo ſhort : Yet i 
we conſider, that they are only thus made ſubjetF to Vanity in 
Hope, (viz. of a Re — after which they ſhall live for 
ever, and for ever encreaſe in Knowledge, the Wiſdom of the 
Divine Providence is abundantly vindicated, how much ſoever 
it might ſeem to be deficient, when this Conſideration was for- 
gotten. | | 

But however, the Shcytnes of Life to be ſure is an Evidence þ: 


them; 
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lan them; becauſe if Life is thus ſhort, we are very much to blame 
its to lay a great Streſs upon the Lives either of our ſelves or 
hen others: And how ſtrangely we ſhall find our ſelves deceived 
ner if when at the Death of any Perſon we ſhould ſay, We truſted 
on- that this was he that ſhould have done thus and thus for us. A 
is, vain Truſt indeed! What knew you not the Shortnes of Human 
Life, that Man was as a Flower, and as a Shadow, of no Stay 
ar- Wand Continuance, and why then would you place ſo great 
at- MW Truſt and Confidence in him? Wherefore, ſays the Pfalmiſt, 
Paal. 146. 3, 4. Put not your Truſt in Princes, nor in the Sons of 
Men, in whom there is no Help His Breath goeth forth, he re- 
4an tur neth to the Earth, in that very Day his Thoughts periſh. Whence 
s it it is that the Pſalmiſt, P/al. 118. 8, 9. determines, That it ig 
and better to truſt in the Lord, than to put Confidence in Men : It is 
te 4 better to truſt in the Lord, than to put Confidence in Princes. And 
ors, there's very good Reaſon for it, becauſe whilſt Man's Breath go- 
ort- eth forth, and his Thoughts periſh, God is from everlaſting to 
everlaſting, and his Years fail not. | 
For And as the Shortnes, fo alſo, II. The Miſeries of Human 


any = Life, which all Men are liable to, and a great many feel, 
e of are Evidences of the Vanity of Men. 
too 


Now ſuch is the — State and Condition of Men in this 
World, that they are 1 in Scripture, to be born to Trouble 
the Sparks fly upward ;, and Jacob complains both of the 


ar- Whortnes, and alſo of the Miſeries of his Life, when he tells the 
te is Ning of Egypt, That few and evil had the Days of his Pilgri- 
nto uage been. And the ſame may be ſaid, with a great deal of 
iety ruth, by every Man that comes into this World; for from 
aves pur Infancy to our Grave, Troubles are conſtantly attending 
con- Ius, and we are always liable to em: Nay, the longer our Lives 
ings Bait, the more and greater are the Miſeries we are expos'd to. 
ave And it needs muſt be fo, ſince even Life it ſelf may grow bur- 
A henſome, and the leaſt Acccidents dilcompole and make us un- 
1ere aſy; for the very Graſhopper may be a Burthen, as Solomon in 
w_ 22 ſhoyys us, in his admirable Deſcription of a decrepid 
t 11 id Age. 

y i# But there are very few that need live to ſuch an Age, to feel, 
; for Þy their own Experience, the Miſerablenes of Human Life 

the for Troubles every way ſurround us; and ſuch is our Folly, 
ever Flat if they do not, we are apt to create them to our ſelves, 
for- nd have Skill enough to torment our ſelves with the Fears 


future Evils, when we feel none at preſent : And they who 

ence Þnce give way to the Conſideration of what Troubles may poſ- 
pon bl fall upon them, and fancy to themſelves all the dreadful 

TTC A 4 | Evpls 


Hall be after us, who can tell? tt 
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Evils they can imagine, make themſelves for the preſent ſd g- 
much Trouble, that abundantly makes good the Aſſertion, and It. 
ſhows the Miſerablenes of Human Life. And thus Solomon tells 
us, Eccleſ. 8. 5, 7. Becauſe there is Time and Judgment to every i 
Purpoſe, therefore the M:lery of Man is great upon him : For be 
knoweth not that which ſball be, for who can tell him when it fball In 
be ? And indeed the Ignorance of Futurity, in a great many - 


Caſes, do's inhance our Miſery, and, as Solomon ſa ys, make it 


great upon it, (becaule from hence we know not how to act, or 
what Event to hope for, from our Actions, for none can we 
promiſe our ſelves) fince we know not what ſhall be; and mhat 


Now this is a farther Evidence of the Vanity of Human Life, 
that Men are of few Days, and yet born to Trouble: That 
they are ſo much expos d to it, that there ſcarce ever was a Man 
in this World, that at his going out of it has not had his Share. 
of theTroubles and Miſeries of this Life, which are incident: 
to Human Nature. And hence appears the Vanity of Men, be- 
cauſe hereby, as well as from the Shortnes of their Lives, be 
they are hindred from doing what they propos d, and from 
executing what they deſign'd; for when they are in Trouble, 
whether it be of Body ot Mind, they to be (ure cannot act for 
their own, or for the Advantage of others, as they had purpo- 
ſed in their Minds todo: And this takes away, tho not from 
the Time of Life, yet from the Time of the Serviceablenes 
and Uſefulnes of Life, and Life withont that is very little to be 
deſired ; for a Man had een as good ceaſe to be at all, as always 
live in Miſery and Trouble, always unable to do Service in the 
Wer and a Burthen, rather than an Advantage, to all about 

im. ; 
And the Vanity of Men, conſider'd in theſe Circumſtances, Pe. 
is alſo more apparent in this Caſe, that they are unfit to be de- a 
ended on in Times of Trouble; for when they are unable tog bl. 
eep off Trouble from invading themſelves, or to remove em, lof 
when they are fallen into — am is it to be conceived theiſſhi 
ſhould, in a great many Caſes, be able to to do that for us, whichſſt? 


we ſee they are not able to do for themſelves? | 


And of this we have a very remarkable Inſtance in the Caſe oft 
Jab, in the 29th Chapter of that Book, he tells us, in his Profperi-N-4 
ty, how very ready 5 was to do good to all about him in divers gu 
Inſtances of it, Di I not, ſays he, in the 25th of the zoth Chap- Thi 
ter, weep for him that was in Trouble ? Was not my Soul grie ved 
for the Poor? When 1 looked for Good, then Evil came; and whenſ: 
I waited for Light, then came Harknes,, wy Bowels boiled, > al 
| Ye oay 
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nt ſo Meted not. And he thought, or at leaſt pleas d himſelf with 
and Ithe Imagination, that he ſhould have always been in this hap- 
tells yy Circumſtance and Condition. Then, when he was in Pro- 
very perity, he ſaid, 7 fall die in my Net, and I ſhall multiply my 
or he Days as the Sand. And yet you lee, ſuch is the Vanity en, 
foal Ihe found himſelf miſerably diſappointed, for the Days of Afichi- 
naſty ſor prevented him, he went Mourning without the Sun : His Sk 
ke it as black upon him, his Harp was turned into Mourning, and his 
Organ into the Voice of thoſe that weep ;, that is, all bis J 
as gone and vaniſh'd, and now he was perfectly un 3 
my any good to others, or of receiving any from em: So 
that he is now forc'd to cry out, O that I were as in Months paſty 
as in the Days when God preſerved me ! And this is as ſignal an 
nſtance of the Vanity of Men, on this Account, as can poſlibly 
Mane given; for Job was a great Man, a Pi ince, or King in the Eaſt, 
zhare nd therefore if Greatnes would have exempted him from Evil, 
ident Ihe had gone nigh to have eſcap'd it: He was no leſs good than 
„ be- great, and Goodnes and Mercy is the beſt Security that can 
ives, be againſt Evils and Afflictions; and yet you find this great 
from land good Man labouring under ſo prodigious a Weight of Mi- 
uble, ry, that his Patience, though it was the greateſt that ever any 
+ for Hof che Sons of Men was bleſt with, was put to its utmoſt Trial; 
po- ſand, when he curſes the Day of his Birth, and wiſhes for Death, 
from to eaſe him of his Troubles, ſeems to be almoſt loſt, ö 
lenes And from hence it is that the Pſalmiſt ſeems to have ſpoken 
to beſſſtheſe Words, Why haſt thou made all Men in vain? ſo many 
ways were the Aſflictions and Miſeries that himſelf had met with, 
1 theſſſthat he ſays in ver. 44, 45, Thou haft made his Glory to ceaſe, 
'boutſ:nd his Crown haſt thou caft down to the Ground. The Days 7 
11s Youth haſt thou ſhertened, thou haſt couer d him with Shame. 
nces, (Slab ! that is, by the Afflictions that had befallen him, Age 
Pad crept on him, as it were, before his Time; or the Trou- 
le tofſbles he had undergone, rendred him as unfit and uncapable 
*em,ſof acting, as if he had been really decrepid, and the Pays: of 
theyfhis Youth had been ſhorten'd. And this is alſo an Evidence o 
vhichſſthe Vanity of Mankind, fince their Lives are not only ſhort, 
dut liable to be made burthenſome by a thouſand real or ima- 
aſe offginary Evils that befal em. And 'tis much at one, in this 
ſperi· Taſe, whether they be real, or only fancied, becauſe, we may 
IversÞnake our ſelves as unhappy with imaginary Troubles, that we 
_hap-fhink we are at preſent, or perhaps hereafter ſhall be in, as if 
zevediſne really felt em. And this abundantly ſhows our Vanity, 
whenſthat Imagination has ſo great a Power over us, to render us un- 
„ andaſy, and diſturb our Happineſs, . ws 
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But once more, III. The Vanity of Man further appears in 
this, that no Man lives that ſhall not ſee Death, — one 
can deliver his Soul from the Grave; | 

That is, Tis appointed to Men once to die; and, No Adam 
hath Power over the Spirit, to retain the Spirit; neither hath hi 
_— in the Day of Death, nor can he deliver his Soul from thi 

rave. 

No this Expreſſion of delivering his Soul from the Grave, 

ſeems to imply; that ſome ſhould be ſo fond as to imagine, that 

they ſhould, by ſome Means or other, be able to eſcape the Pow: 
er of Death, and the Houſe appointed for all living But ſince 

Sin hath entred into the World, Death entred into it alſo; 

and alt Men muſt die, becauſe all have finned. So that let a 

Man do whatever he can to prolong his Life, let his Power, 

his Ri his Wiſdom, Goodnes, or Uſefulnes in the World, 

be never ſo great, yet he is not able to deliver his Soul from 
the Grave; for this is a Warfare in which there is no Diſcharge. 

Let a Man try, by the moſt regular Courſe of Life, — 
the moſt careful Behaviour; let Fim enjoy the beſt Conſtitu- 
tion of Body, have all the Advantages of Life, and none of 
the Troubles and Miſeries of it attending him, yet even this 

Man can't live for ever, his Time —. will come, and thoſe 

Bounds which he cannot, muſt not paſs : And tho ſuch a Courſe 

might prolong his Life, yet it would be e'en as vain an At- 

tempt for a Creature to go about to make himſelf immortal in 
this World, as to make himſelf Ominipotent. 
And the ſame is to be ſaid of Power; for the greateſt Mo- 
narchs that ever were in the World are all brought down to the 
 Saes of the Pit; and let 'em, whilſt alive, employ their Pow- 
er e en how they will, if they are wiſe as the Angels of God, 
if they are as good as Creatures can poſſibly be, if they are ne- 
ver ſo uſeful to the World, and their Lives never ſo much de- 
fir'd by their Subjects, yet ſtill all this will not ſecure em from 
the Grave, nor can they deliver their Souls from it. 

If they have ſorm · d the beſt Deſigns imaginable for the Good 
of Nations, and if their whole Thoughts and Study are for the 
publick Advantage, and if they only deſire Life on that Account: 
All theſe ire ſo far from keeping em from the Grave, that they 
will not ſuſpend that Hour for one Moment, but they may in- 
deed the ſooner bring it upon em. ora 

And if the greateſt Guodnes and Service to Mankind will not 
deliver a Man's Soul from the Grave, to be ſure an Abuſe of 


Power wilt not; for as there is no Diſcharge in that War, ſo nei- 


n 
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will abundantly haſten it, for the Wicked ſhall not live out half 
their Days, for they are continually urging on their own Ruin, 
Now in as much as nothing can ſave a 
appears on this Account alſo to be very vain in all the Reſpe&ts 
that l have mention'd ; for what Dependance is there in Man, 
whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils ? What good Purpoſes and De- 
ſigns is he able to ſerve, that cannot live to put in Execution 
thoſe Projects which himſelf has laid? For he gives up the 
Ghoft, and where is he? In that Day all his Thoughts periſh, and 
all Dependance on him is fruſtrated and diſappointed, becauſe 
he is ſo far made ſubject to Vanity, that he needs mult ſee Cor- 
ruption. And on this Account all Mankind are on the fame 
Level, the Rich, the Poor, the Prince and the Slave: All muſt 
lie down in the Grave, and the Eye that fees them now, will ſee 
them no more; for as the Cloud is conſumed and vaniſbeth am 
ſo he that goeth down to the Grave, ſhall come up no mare: He 
ſhall return to his Houſe no more, neither ſhall his Place know him 
any more, Job. 7. 8, &c. | | 
And therefore Solomon, on this Account, in the Book of Ec- 
cleſiaſtes, compares Men to the very Beaſts themſelves, Eccleſ. 
18. 19. I ſaid in mine Heart concerning the Eftate of the Sons of 
Men, that God might manifeſt them, and that they may ſee that 
themſelves are Beats ;, for that which befalleth the Sons of 
Men, befalleth Beaſts, even one thing befalleth them : as the one 
dieth, ſo dieth the other, yea they have all one Breath; ſo that a 
Man hath no Pre-eminence above a — * all is Vanity. All 
go unto one Place, allare of the Duft, and all turn to Duſt again. 
So that thus J have, as briefly as I could, ſet before you the 
Vanity of Men in theſe Three Inſtances, th 
Miſeries of the Life of Man, and the Certainty of his Depar- 


ture out of it, according to the Expreſſion of the Text, Remem- 


ber how ſhort my Time is; wherefore haſt thou made all Men in 
vain ? What Man is he that liveth, aud ſhall not ſee Death? Or 
who can deliver his Soul from the hand of the Graue? Selah ! 
The Application that I ſhall make of this Diſcourſe, ſhall be 
contained in theſe following Particulars. | 4 
If. From what I have ſaid of the Vanity of Mankind, in- 
= the Unreaſonablenes of putting Truſt or Confidence in 
an. 
Haly. Since Man is liable to ſo much Vanity, I obſerve the 
__— of the Revelation of a future State, where he ſhall 
or ever free from it. 1 
IIIa Hy. Since Life is ſo ſhort, and Death ſo certain, the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of making a timely Preparation for it. Wine 
s | thly. 


an from Death, he 


e Shortnes and ths. 
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IVehly. That the Conſideration of the Neceſſity that all 


Men are under to depart out of this World, one time or 
other, ſhould moderate our Grief for the Loſs of our 


DD. | 
IR. From what I have ſaid of the Vanity of Mankind, I in- 
oe the Ureaſonablenes of putting Truſt or Confidence in 
an. | | 
For is it not a ſtrange thing for a reaſonable Creature to put 
his Truſt in one, whom he knows is as liable to Vanity as him- 
ſelf, and expos d altogether to the ſame Troubles and Afflicti. 
ons: And ſince no Man is exempted from the common Lot, in 
vain is our Dependance on Man. : 
And of this we have an Inſtance before us this Day, in the 
Death of his Royal Highnes Prince GEORGE of Denmark, 
whom neither the Greatnes of his Birth, nor the Highnes of his 
Station, nor thoſe good Qualities which were conſpicuous in 
dim, could ſecure from Troubles and Afflictions in this Life, nor 
from the Hands of Death, and the Power of the Grave: 

Tn this Warfare, in which there is no Diſcharge, the Greatnes of 
his Birth could not profit him at all; tho born a Prince, and 
Brother of a King. No! Nor would the Highnes of his Station 
add to his Days, or prolong his appointed time; and his Station 
was as high as any Subject was capable of enjoying, being in- 
veſted with the higheſt Places of Power and Truſt, and marri- 
ed to our Sovereign Lady A NN, by the Grace of God, of 
—— Britain, France, and Ireland, Queen. In a Word, tho 
His Honour was as great as any Man could poſſeſs, a Crown on- 
1y excepted, he was forc'd to ſubmit to the Power of Death, 
and lie down in the Grave. | 
Nor would the good Qualities that were conſpicuous in him, 

event his falling into the hands of Death. 

Among which we may reckon his Zeal for the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, at the Time of the Revolution, a Time never to be for- 
gotten by all true Britains He dar d to appear in Defence of 
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if any was, and not Faction aud Rebellion, to which he coul 


both his Father and his King. 


vaders, when they found themſelves forſaken by One of ht 
rr e Such 


have no Temptation that mov d Him to forlake him, who was, 


r 


Religion, in the worſt and moſt hazardous Times, which, to- x 
gether with our Liberties, was at that Day invaded : And in fie 
The Letter which he ſent to the then King of England, he let] ſer 
him know, that it was Religion, which was a juſtifiable — on 


Which courageousand wiſe Procedure of the Prince,  inſpir'd Tr 
the Defenders of Liberty and Religion, and diſpirited the In- I the 
h 


Throne of theſe Kingdoms, and continually offer up our Pray. 
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Such likewiſe was his Juſtice to all that were concern'd with 
him; ſuch his Humility and Condeſcenfion, as far as was con- 
ſiſtent with his State and Grandeur, and becoming a Perſon of 
his Quality, - | Me 
Such was his Conjugal Fidelity to his Royal Conſort ;, a Vertue 
{> well known, and ſo frequently ſpoken of, that there is no 
need to multiply Words in this Caſe. Only this I wonld de- 
fire to obſerve, that this Fidelity was the more remarkable on 
theſe two Accounts: In as much as Perſons of the Prince's Con- 
dition, are apt to take too great Liberties this way, and to look 


upon it as very allowable, or at leaſt excuſable ſo to do. Be- 


ſides, that the Prince was married in a Time, wherein at 
Court there was too much Encouragement given, and too ma- 
ny and great Examples of the Breach of this Fidelity. | 

To which good Qualities let me add his Charity to the Poor 
and Needy, particularly to thoſe of his own Country, who 
were in Diſtres, either here or at home; and his Charity like- 
wiſe in entertaining ſuch favourable Thoughts of thoſe that dif- 
fer'd in Religion from him, as ſometimes to communicate with 
the Church of England as by Law eſtabliſh'd, without bein 

uilty of Hypocriſy, which ſome are fo fond to charge on af 
thoſe that allow themſelves in this Practice. 

None of theſe good Qualities could preſerve him from the 
Power of the Grave. And if Men of like State and Grandeur 
with that Prince, for whom the Nation now mourns, would in 
all theſe good Qualities follow his illnitrious Example; efpeci- 
ally, if in their ſeveral Stations they would employ their Pow- 
er, as their Health permits them, (and his too much denied 
him, to make Uſe of according to his Deſire and Deſign) the 
Affairs of this Nation would be every way in a more flouriſhing 
Condition both at home and abroad, and Vice would be more 
diſcourag'd and diſcountenanc'd, as was always done by this 
Prince towards all thoſe that were about him. 

And now fince we have ſuch an Inſtance of the Vanity of 
Mankind before us, let us never place too great Truſt and Con- 
fidence in Men, no, nor in Princes; for we ſee both in the pre- 
ſent Caſe, and that of our late Sovereign King William III. that 
no Vertue, Civil or Military, nor Uſefulnes to the World, 


how great ſoever it is, will ſave Mens Souls from the Power of 


the Grave. 
Wherefore let us, as becomes Men and Chriſtians, place our 


Troſt and Dependance on the Lord; and whilſt we rejoice in 


the Continuance of the Life of her preſent Majeſy, on the 


ers 
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ers to the Almighty God, that many Days may be added to it, 
let us however not place our Confidence in any of the Children 
of Men, bur alone in Him, who 5s the Rock of Ages, and the 
Confidence of the Ends of the Earth. | 

IIaly. Since a Man is liable to ſo mach Vanity, I obſerve 

the Happines of the Revelation of a future State, where he 
ſhall be for ever free from it. 

Now this Revelation, which we have of a Life after this, 
takes away all manner of Objections againſt the Vanity of Men, 
becauſe there is a Time coming, when he ſhall be for ever free 
from it. And therefore the Shortnes of Human Life, to a good 
Man, is no Diſadvantage at all; but on the other Hand, tis a 
mighty Happines, becauſe then, he will not be long expos'd to 
the Miſeries of this Life; and if theſe do continue "ral Death, he 
knows, that few and evil are the Days of his Pilgrimage, and that 
then he ſhall lie down in the Grave, where the Wicke ceaſe from 
troubling, where the Weary are at reſt; where the Priſoners reft 
together, and hear not the Voice of the Oppreſſor ;, then ſhall he lie 
Hill, and be at quiet, he Hall fiery, and be at reſt: Nay more, 
that he ſhall have an Entrance adminiſtered to him into thoſe 
Regions of Happines, which this Life, the time of his Trial, 
was only to prepare him for; and in as much as he here, by a 
patient Continuance in well-doing, ſought for Glory, and Honour, 
and Immortality, he ſhall there reap eernal Life. 

And this Diſcovery of a future State is ſufficient to ſupport 
the Minds of good Men under abundance of Eyvils that they 
feel in this World; and whereas AHittins are often beſtowed 
upon Men, that the Trial of their Faith may work Patience, and 
Patience may have its perfett Work; ſo that they may be entire, 
and wanting nothing; fo St. Paul to the Corinthians aſſures u 
That our light Afliftions, which are but for a Moment, wor 

us a far more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory. 
And the Conſideration of the Weight of Glory's being far more 
exceeding and eternal too, will enable us to bear a great deal of 
Affliction in the Hopes of it. | | 
III. Since Life is fo ſhort, and Death ſo certain, I infer the 
Wiſdom of making a timely Preparation. 

There is not one, as we may ſee, among all the Sons of Men, 
that can expect Immortality, without he firſt puts off Mortali- 
ty, that he may obtain it. And therefore fince this is what eve- 

Man muſt ſooner or later undergo, it is highly reaſonable, 
that in the Time of his Health and Vigour, he ſhould make Pre- 
ration for that Day, which will introduce him into an un- 

wn, and, for the moſt part, an unthought of, tho' an * 
| na 
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nal World. It will — him into a State, where he muſt be 
either happy or miſerable to all Eternity. And fince there is 
ſo much depends upon the ſhort Duration of this Life, as ever: 
laſting Happines or Miſery, it is undoubtedly the trueſt, and 
indeed the only Wiſdom, to make a ſutable Preparation for it, | 
that after this ſhort, this miſerable Life has an End, we may 
have an Entrance into the Joy of our Lord. Bo 

To which Purpoſe, let us think on our Ways, and be wiſe, aud 
unn our Feet to the Divine Teſtimonies ;, let us make haſte, aud 
delay not to keep the Divine Commandments : Let us frequently 
view the Glories of the inviſible World, and contemplate the 
Happines of the Bleſt above, in thoſe. pure Regions where Sz 
1 know no Entrance, to withdrew our Minds from the 
fading and periſhing Enjoyments of this Life. 

Let us look upon that alone to be Life; and this preſent 
State, in Compariſon of that, to be altogether Vanity: That it 
s the great Deſign of our living in this World, that we may be 
perfectly and for ever happy in the World to come; andthere- 


tore may we be ſo wiſe, as having ſo great a pearl of Price put into 


zur Hands, to make a ſutable Improvement of it, nnd thereby 
ty up for our jelves Treaſures in Heaven, which will be of per- 
petual and everlaſt11;g Advantage to us! 
And on the other Hand, let us think of the unſpeakable Miſer 
that ſhall befa! us, if we neglect to make this Preparation; a 
let the Terrors of the Lord engage us, as well as his Adercy draw 
to conſult our own Happines and Welfare, and not be guil- 
y of our own Ruin; for our Deſtruction will be of our ſelves, if 
e negle& and deſpiſe thoſe Offers of Grace and Mercy, which 
Ire made to us in the Goſpel of onr Lord and SaviourJeſus Chriſt. 
therefore that all of us were ſo wiſe as to underſtand this, and ti 
ongider our latter End that ſo when God ſhall be pleaſed to take 
s out of this World, we may be for ever happy in his Preſe 
here there are Rivers of Pleaſures, and at his Right Aland 
here there are Joys for ever more | | 
Once more, IV. and Laſtly, I obſerve, that the Conſiderati 
on that all Men mult pals out of the World ſome time or o 
ther, ſhould moderate our Grief for the Loſs of our Friends. 
We are apt to be concern'd at the Loſs of our Relations, and 
riends, and to grieve at it; and ſo indeed we may be allowed 
o do, provided, that Grief be not exceſſive, and ſuch as hinders 
from diſcharging the Duties of our Places, be they what they 
ill. Religion never was deſign'd to make us inſenſible or ſtu- 
id; it allows us to ſorrow, tho not as ſuch as are without Hape, 
as ſuch as had no Expectation of ever ſeeing them again, 1 
| cauſe 


16 A Fermos beraſomd, Ov. 
eauſe che ſame Religion teaches us, That we ſhall all fland os the 
Earth at-the lat Day, and that tho we are ſowed in Weakneſs, in 
Vanity, and in Corruption, yet we ſhall be raiſed in Power, in Glory, 
and incorruptible. This Gerefare ſhould moderate our Grief 
for the Loſs of our Relations and Friends, how dear ſoever they 
are tous. | 

And tho'I confels it is eaſier to know, what we ought to do in 
any of the Caſes, where the Paſſions and Affections are con- 
ecrn'd, than to be able to do it, or to govern them as we ought ; 
— think David, as à King, is a very ſutable Example in this 

ſe, both as to the Exceſs and Moderation of his Grief, 
When he had loſt his Son Abſalom, we are told, that the King 
was muoh moved, and went up to the Chamber over the Gate, and 
wept e and as ye went, thus he (uid, O my Son Abialom ! my Son 
my Son Abſalom ! would God 1 had died for thee. O Abſalom! 
my Son! 'my Son] 2 Sam. 18. 33: 5 ; 20 
And the Conſequence of this immoderate Grief was this: 
The People, finding the King thus immerſt in Sorrow, that he 
had forgot the Victory his Forces that Day had obtain'd, anc 
that he neglected public Affairs, kad like to have revolted from 
him, till the King was perſwaded to let his private Grief giv 


Way to puplic Joy. 
But then we have another very remarkable Inſtance of the 


Moderation of the Grief of the ſame King. His Son that he had 
of Barhſbeba, Uriah's Wife, was dead, and his Servants were 
afrald'to tell him, leſt he ſhould have been over-whelm'd there 
with; but no ſooner did he know it, buthe aroſe, and came in 
fo the Mouſe of the Lord, and worſhipp'd, and eat and drank a 
before, and got an entire Maſtery over his Padtions, laying, 
Hall go to him, but he ſhall not return to me : 2 Sam. 12. 23. Ane 
this ſhows exceſlive and immoderate Grief to be altogether i 
vain, becauſe it can do no good, but may, and often does a dea 
of Harm. 

| Wherefore to conclude, ſince we cannot imagine, that an) 
that are departed out of this Life ſball return to us, but that eve 
fy one of us certainly ſhall go to them, it is our Wiſdom to pre 
pare to follow em, and to moderate our Grief for their Lol; 
and wt ſorrom as thoſe that have no Hope; for if we believe thi 
Teſus died and roſe again, even ſo them alſo which ſleep in Jeſu 
wi God bring with him. Of which Nunber God grant every on 

of us may be ſo happy as to be, thro' the Merits and Mediatio 

of our Lord and Saviour Jelus Chriſt,” To whom, with t 
Father and the Holy Ghoft, we give all Harun, Praiſe Power a 


G wr ever and ever. Amen. "* 
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